Soberton & Newtown

PARISH MAGAZINE For all the community, delivered FREE to over 700 households

October - November 2026



St. Peter's, Soberton, Holy Trinity, Newtown and local churches

Benefice of Soberton, Newtown and Hambledon - vacancy
During clergy vacancy, points of contact at churches are:

Holy Trinity ~ Barry Rowswell for weddings, baptisms and funerals - 01329 834671
Sue Wells for all other imatters - 07850 011820 or sjwells@meonwood.co.uk

St Peter’s Jackie Hunt for weddings, baptisms and funerals - jack.swallow@icloud.com
Rob Scott, Treasurer - robmunroscott@aol.com

Barn Church
Emma Andersen, leader of Barn Church.
Associate Priest in the Meon Valley Parishes emma.barnchurch@gmail.com

Our Lady Queen of the Apostles, Roman Catholic Church

St. Martin’s Street, Bishop's Waltham, SO32 1DN

Father Mario Toma 02380 612430 Parish Office 02380 273882
18.00 Saturday (First Mass of Sunday)

09:30 Sunday (There are Sunday evening services in Winchester and in Fareham.)

Meon Valley Methodist. All services at 10:30.
Shirrell Heath / Waltham Chase / Bishops Waltham / Swanmore / Hambledon

Soberton and Newtown Church contacts (and see above during clergy vacancy)

Newtown Church Keeper Fra Wells 01329 834130

Newtown Church Verger Barry Rowswell 01329 834671

Newtown Church Warden Vacancy

PCC Secretary Malcolm Padgett 01329 834684

Parish Safeguarding Officer Caroline Barfoot htn.safeguarding@gmail.com
Parish Secretary Contact Jackie Hunt jack.swallow@icloud.com
Soberton Church Warden Vacancy

Parish Safeguarding Officer Wendy Prangnell Stpc.safeguarding@gmail.com
Captain Of Bells Caroline Rogers 01489 877430

Churchyard Keeper John Lester 01489 878557

MAGAZINE COMMITTEE & PRODUCTION TEAM

Chairman Perry Abbott 02392 632338 cpgabbott@hotmail.com
Editor Gill Gray 07711 058760 gill.highcroft@btinternet.com
Advertising Kate Buttriss 07801 441998 kate.buttriss@gmail.com
Circulation Pete Woodacre 01489 877768 petewoodacre@gmail.com
Treasurer Jerry Lipscombe 07899 862235 lipscoj3@gmail.com
Secretary Vacancy

Typesetting of adverts and printing: Solent Design Studio solentdesignstudio.co.uk

Front cover design: Jonty Sherwill 01329 835161 www.sherwilldesign.com




Contents

4 «+» The Benefice of Soberton, Newtown & Hambledon — Services
% Children’s Sunday Club
«+» Farewell, but not adieu ... from Revd Liz
5 « Superheroes and Super Powers
+ Harvest Festival at Holy Trinity, Newtown
6 « Soberton Players ... Robin Hood — the panto
7 % PINS (Pride in Newtown and Soberton) — ‘Christmas Card’
8 % Beetle Drive!
9 + Soberton & Newtown Children’s Week 2026 - Ahoy Shipmates!!
10 « Stir Up Sunday — Holy Trinity
11 + Good Neighbours Network celebrate 50 years of kindness
12 + Pet Service and Dog Show — St Peter’s
13 « Summer Fun at Soberton Newtown Guides
% An evening at the eclipse
14 + Christmas Makers Market at Rookesbury Hall
15 % Christmas Wreath Making at the Guide Hut
16 % Christmas Fayre at St Peter’s
17 % Soberton Bells? The Soberton Ringers
18 % Murder at the Reunion at Rookesbury Hall
19-35 % Classified Adverts — please support our local businesses
36 «  What's on / contact numbers — local clubs and interest groups
37 ¢ Local History ... Newtown School — Spring 1879
+» Pop in for coffee and cake at St Peter’s
38 + RBL - Droxford & District Branch ... Remembrance
39 ¢ Autumn 2026 at Droxford Junior School
% Valuation Day with Karen Dalmeny at Rookesbury Hall
40 % Meon Valley Garden Club — Autumn Plant Sale
41 « Inyour garden ... It's just maths
42 « Your Parish Mag needs a secretary!
+ Money for Youth
43 + Soberton & Newtown Local History Society
* What Charles did next ... the fundraising exploits of Charles Wylie
+» Soberton and Newtown Ladies’ Group
44-45 % Soberton Parish Council Chairman’s Notes (and Councillor contacts)
45 % The role of our ACSO
46 ¢ District Councillors’ Update: From Summer Heatwaves to Autumn Action
47 % Home-Start Hampshire / BW Photographic Society
48 + Meon Valley Carers Group / BW Give & Take / Wickham Society Autumn Programme
49 % Meon Velley Quilters exhibition / U3A
50 % Meon Valley Community Bus Timetable
< A few useful numbers
51 « From the Archives
Back page + Classified Advert — please support our local businesses

Please e-mail copy for the December / January magazine to
gill.highcroft@btinternet.com

NEXT COPY DATE - 16" November 2026 (17:00)
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