


St. Peter's, Soberton and Holy Trinity, Newtown.

For details of CHURCH SERVICES, please refer to page 4
For any enquiries, please contact the following

Benefice of Soberton, Newtown and Hambledon

The Reverend Liz Quinn

Associate Priest in the Meon Valley Parishes.

Particular focus on the Benefice of Soberton, Newtown and Hambledon.
revliz7 @icloud.com

07518 247637

Our Lady Queen of the Apostles, Roman Catholic Church
St. Martin’s Street, Bishop's Waltham, SO32 1DN

Father Mario Toma 02380 612430

Parish Office 02380 273882

6.00 pm Saturday (First Mass of Sunday)

9.30 am Sunday

There are Sunday evening services in Winchester and in Fareham.

For further information, please contact Anthony McEwen 01489 877448

The Methodist Circuit. Services in the area are as follows:-

Shirrell Heath 10.30 am & 6.00 pm
Waltham Chase 10.30 am
Bishops Waltham 10.30 am
Swanmore 10.30 am & 6.00 pm
Hambledon 11.00 am & 6.00 pm

MAGAZINE PRODUCTION & COMMITTEE

Chairman Perry Abbott 02392 632338 cpgabbott@hotmail.com
Editor Gill Gray 07711 058760 gill.highcroft@btinternet.com
Advertising  Kate Buttriss 07801 441998 kate.buttriss@gmail.com
Circulation Pete Woodacre 01489 877768 petewoodacre@gmail.com
Treasurer Jerry Lipscombe 07899 862235 lipscoj3@gmail.com
Secretary Paula Hobbs 07469 258022 paulajhobbs@live.co.uk

Typesetting of adverts and printing: Solent Design Studio solentdesignstudio.co.uk

Front cover design: Jonty Sherwill 01329 835161 www.sherwilldesign.com
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Independent audit praises safeguarding in diocese and cathedral

INDEPENDENT uditors today praised the “substantial and positive transformation in the safeguarding culture” of
the Church of England’s Diocese of Portsmouth.

An audit report, by independent organisation INEQE Safeguarding Group, also praised the “considerable
advancements” in the safeguarding culture at Portsmouth Cathedral.

Auditors examined 360 documents, received 642 anonymous surveys, interviewed 130 people, and held six
focus groups during the audit. The process began earlier this year and included a week-long visit in June. It is
part of a series of audits by INEQE across the whole of the Church of England.

Their report, which was published today (Sept 17), recognises the enormous changes that have taken place in
both the diocese and the cathedral over recent years, including the recruitment of a diocesan Head of
Safeguarding and an experienced professional team, who have put into place appropriate policies and training
programmes.

Its wide-ranging survey indicates an overwhelming majority of respondents — both inside and outside the Church
— recognise these improvements, believe that a robust safeguarding culture has been established, and express
confidence that they could raise concerns.

And its report recognises that the diocese gives safeguarding the highest priority, largely because of the clear
and committed leadership of the Bishop of Portsmouth, the Rt Rev Jonathan Frost. It described him as “an
exemplar” on this issue.

The report said: “His unwavering commitment, explicit prioritisation of, and tangible investment in safeguarding
have played a crucial role in integrating safeguarding principles throughout the diocese’s operational and
spiritual fabric.”

The report also recognises the hard work of the network of Parish Safeguarding Officers — volunteers in each
parish church on the frontline of making sure that children, young people and vulnerable adults are kept safe
during church activities. It praised the diocese for organising annual Safeguarding Conferences to sharpen
development in this area.

It also praised the cathedral for the “strong set of preventative measures” it had put in place, and the positive
safeguarding culture around choristers, who are supported by experienced staff, consistent supervision, and
strong pastoral awareness.

The INEQE report also includes a number of recommendations to help both the diocese and the cathedral to
improve further.

Bishop Jonathan said: “I'm pleased that the report’s conclusion is that there has been this transformation in
safeguarding culture, but we will not be complacent. We always have more to learn.

“l want to pay tribute to our Head of Safeguarding, Emily Hassan, and our dedicated diocesan safeguarding
team, which includes those with substantial experience in social services, the police and other statutory agencies
— as well as our network of Parish Safeguarding Officers. They have enabled this transformation.

“This report recognises that we give safeguarding the highest priority — we need to get that right before we do
anything else. And that’s not just a one-off, that’s an ongoing process to make sure we listen carefully to the
voice of survivors and we continue to change our culture as needs be.

“It also sets out recommendations to help us continue to strengthen our approach. We are committed to taking
these forward. Some recommendations have already begun following their visit and some will need further
exploration. That means you can feel confident about joining in our toddler groups, our Sunday services, and our
youth groups.

“I want to thank all those who took part in this audit. And | can assure you that we will not rest on our laurels in
this diocese and in our cathedral. We will do all we can to make sure the Church of England in this area gives
safeguarding the priority it deserves.”

You can read more about the audit and our bishop and dean’s responses to it here:
https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/news/2025/09/17/independent-audit-praises-safequarding-diocese-and-
cathedral/
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Why it matters: Without urgent changes, Hampshire’s councils could struggle to deliver essential services—
especially for vulnerable residents. We are urging the Government to rethink and deliver a formula that is truly
fair for all.

Reporting Highway Problems

Useful web pages to report problems.

Potholes - https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/potholes

Tree/hedge problems - https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-aproblem/treehedge
Flooding/drainage issues - https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-aproblem/flooding
Pavement problems - hitps://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/paving

Broken or missing signs - https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-aproblem/brokensigns
Faulty street lights - https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-aproblem/streetlight

Faded or missing road markings - https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-aproblem/road-markings
Problems with rights of way -
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/reportaproblem

When reporting an issue, you will be sent an email confirming a reference number for the report.

Winter Fuel Payments — No Need to Apply!
There have been reports from Hampshire Police about scammers posing as officials trying to “help” people
access their Winter Fuel Payment. Let’s set the record straight:
e [f you're eligible, the payment is AUTOMATIC
¢ No one needs to contact you, and you don’t need to give out any info
o Check the official details here: gov.uk/winter-fuel-payment
Be scam-savvy:
e Learn about current scams: BBC Article | Watch the video
e [f you have shared financial information, call your bank on 159
e Forward suspicious texts to 7726 and emails to report@phishing.gov.uk
Need support?
e Victim Care Hub — free, confidential help: hampshireiowvictimcare.co.uk / 0808 178 1641
o Report anonymously: crimestoppers-uk.org / 0800 555 111
e In emergency: call 999

Unaccompanied Children Seeking Asylum

The number of unaccompanied asylum-seeking children in Hampshire has decreased. As of May this year,
there were 1,739 children in care in total, including 161 unaccompanied asylum-seeking children under the age
of 18 years. Many of these children are fleeing war-torn countries, such as Sudan and Afghanistan.

Over the past 12 months, the number of children in care in Hampshire has remained stable, with a gradual
decrease in the number of unaccompanied asylum-seeking children [UASC]. As of June last year, a total of 275
UASC were being looked after by the council — the highest it has been. Previously the number of such children
had been increasing — from 67 in 2020/2021 to 106 in 2021/2022 and 228 in 2022/2023. There has now been a
decrease of 114 in the past 12 months.

Applications for Secondary School Places

Parents with children due to start secondary school next year can now apply for their child’s school place, until
11:59 pm on Friday, 31 October 2025 for pupils moving up to year 7 in September 2026. To improve chances
of getting into a preferred school, parents/guardians should remember to name three schools on their application
and to submit it on time.

The Admissions Team work incredibly hard to meet parents’ preferences as far as possible. Last year they
received more than 14,000 on-time applications and of those, the team offered over 13,900 families a place at
one of their three preferred choices. Parents can support this process by making sure they submit their
applications on time and naming three preferences. This will give your child the best chance of being offered a
place at one of your preferred schools. Some parents mistakenly believe that naming just one school will
increase their child’s chance of securing the place they want, but this can in fact mean they miss out on a place
in a nearby school altogether, particularly in areas of high demand.
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