
Edited by Jonty Sherwill this feature aims to raise 
awareness about what we can each do to encourage 
more considerate driving with benefits for all road us-
ers whether on foot, horseback, cycle or behind the 
wheel or reins. The views expressed are personal 
and based on 50 years of driving. Friendly feedback 
is always welcome.

If you ruled the roads!
If you were given the job of Secretary of State for 
Transport, if only for a day, what would you change? 
Scrap smart motorways, make black boxes and 
dash cams compulsory in all cars, or maybe intro-
duce mandatory re-testing of all drivers every five 
years?! The options are many and varied but getting 
cabinet colleagues to agree would be the toughest 
bit, re-election of a government is far more important!
What surprises me is that with the increasing density 
of traffic and the growing disregard for general road 
safety my view of personal freedoms that we have all  
long treasured might be shifting. 
Some of us as youngsters may have misbehaved 
to varying degrees but in those days before speed 
cameras the risk of getting pulled over by traffic po-
lice was real. They took a dim view of faulty lights 
or worn tyres but often as not it was a stern talking 
to they handed out, not a ticket, and that approach 
earned them the respect they needed to do their job.
But the world has changed, cars have got safer and  
bigger but also more powerful, and with fewer po-
lice patrols the business of keeping safe now relies 
on self-policing. If everyone would play their part we 
might begin to see a drop in the accident figures.

Points North
Vicki and I drove to Warwickshire a couple of week-
ends ago to watch her 4-year-old granddaughter at 
a Pony Club camp with around 80 other youngsters, 
each dedicated to the care of their prize pony, and 
with great camaraderie evident amongst the kids 
and parents. 
Unsurprisingly there was a magnificent fleet of horse-
boxes, horse trailers, Range Rovers and other 4x4s, 
but I didn’t spot many electric vehicles to boost the 
green credentials. Only time will tell if battery power 
can ever be a viable solution for towing vehicles, or 
will hydrogen power become the green solution.     
En route up there on one of the hottest days of the 
year I rued my decision not to recharge the air con-
ditioning, but nonetheless with windows down it was 
an enjoyable drive. Something notable was the num-
ber of broken downs cars. Is that because of lack of 

servicing or just basic pre-trip checks, so easily for-
gotten nowadays with warning lights for everything. 

Smoother motoring
While driving around in Warwickshire and also into 
Northamptonshire things felt a bit different to back 
home in the Meon Valley. Noticeable was the lower 
density of traffic, the generally better condition of the 
roads, the use of speed cameras to enforce 50mph 
roads in rural areas, and the excellent location sig-
nage including village gateways. The overall impres-
sion was of a more cohesive strategy for speed en-
forcement and driver information. Although we all 
share the same Highway Code different areas in the 
UK seem to approach road management quite a bit 
differently.  
Local priorities and budget allocation may be part of 
it, or just determination to maintain high standards. 
Either way I’m still wondering what happened to our 
share of the £1.6 billion in funding to start to ‘reverse 
a decade of decline on our roads’. The potholes and 
lumps and bumps on Heath Road were marked up 
weeks ago but soon got washed away. Traffic control 
lights arrived but a day later were removed with no 
work seemingly done. Hopefully by the time you read 
this it will all be sorted, but also rather frustrating is 
that the village gateway proposals recently submitted 
by the parish council are delayed because of lack of 
resource.

Road Report

When small was beautiful!
As a schoolboy devotee of the original Alec Issigonis 
designed BMC Mini, seeing one now on the open road 
illustrates just how much bigger and wider modern 
cars have become. That so many of these tiny light-
weight cars have survived says much about our love 
of innovation and good design, and of course Paddy 
Hopkirk’s Monte Carlo rally victory. That the power of 
‘Mini’ as a brand name was overlooked during the 
British Leyland and Rover re-organisations is mostly 
forgotten now, but left the door open for others to 
create today’s phenomenal success.           

 

 

WWhhaatt’’ss on (Village Diary) 
MMoonntthh  DDaattee//ddaayy  EEvveenntt  //  ggrroouupp  TTiimmee  DDeettaaiillss  
August 5th  Stitch & Chatter 14:00 Page 51 

7th  Bishop’s Waltham Photographic Society 19:30 Page 47 
13th and 27th   Pop in for coffee and cake at St Peter’s 10:00 Page 4 
15th  RBL – VJ Day Celebration 18:00 Page 49 
16th  RBL – VJ Day Celebration 10:30 Page 49 
23rd S&N Conservation Group – opening moth traps 09:00 Page 7 
26th  Meet&Eat 12:30 Page 51 
30th  Bishops Waltham GIVE AND TAKE 10:30 Page 46 

September 2nd  Stitch & Chatter 14:00 Page 51 
3rd  S&N Ladies Group 20:00 Page 18 
8th  RBL  19:00 Page 49 
10th and 24th   Pop in for coffee and cake at St Peter’s 10:00 Page 4 
11th  S & N Local History Society 19:30 Page 17 
11th-14th West Meon Music Festival - Page 47 
12th S&N Conservation Group – bat discovery walk 19:30 Page 7 
13th  MESSY CHURCH 15:00 Page 4 
16th  U3A 14:00 Page 46 
15th  COPY DATE FOR OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 17:00  
26th  Meet&Eat 12:30 Page 51 
27th  Afternoon Tea at the Guide Hut 14:00 Page 11 
27th  Bishops Waltham GIVE AND TAKE 10:30 Page 46 

Hold the 
date 

4th October Autumn Plant Sale – Meon Valley Garden Club 10:00 Page 40 
8th November Moscow Drug Club at Rookesbury Hall 19:00 Page 17 
27th – 29th Nov Soberton Players – A Christmas Carol The Panto? - Page 19 

 
 

    

Regular 
meetings/ 
events 
 

1st Tuesday Stitch & Chatter 14:00 Page 51 
1st Wednesday Soberton & Newtown Ladies’ Group 20:00 Page 18 
2nd/4th Weds Pop in for coffee and cake at St Peter’s 10:00 Page 4 
2nd Thursday Soberton & Newtown Local History Society 19:30 Page 17 
1st/3rd Tuesday Meon Valley U3A 14:00 Page 46 
Last Friday Meet&Eat 12:30 Page 51 

 

  

 

During the summer months, some clubs / societies break 
up for the holidays! 

If you are in any doubt, please check before going! 

 

The magazine team are delighted to welcome 
Jerry Lipscombe as our new treasurer!  

Thank you, too, to Anthony McEwen, our 
outgoing treasurer! 
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