
February - March 2025

www.sobertonchurch.org.uk
www.newtownchurch.org.uk

Focus on Soberton Players!
See pages 8 and 9
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News From the Pews (of St Peter’s)
Christmas Crackers

Rarely has St Peter’s been so filled for the Christmas Services – and certainly this was us all “getting 
back to normal” after the horrid Covid interlude.  The traditional 9 lessons and carols on 15th December 
set the tone with new readers as well as established participants.  Then on Christmas Eve it was 
standing room only for the traditional crib service.   During the afternoon volunteers had been preparing 
our smaller children for their part and they performed immaculately (Hollywood look out!). For many the 
highlight was the procession of the kings (there may have been more than 3!) following a fast-moving 
“donkey” who circled the church at least 4 times on route to the crib.  

The final service was a well-attended midnight communion conducted by Rev James Percival (a Naval 
Chaplain).

Throughout the period the church flowers and decorations looked lovely so thanks are due to all who 
prepared and participated in this glorious celebration of the Nativity. 

Craft Workshop

This was a wonderful event held just before Christmas, 21 children, with 
support from 21 adults gathered to make an array of decorations, cards, gifts 
and biscuits at St Peter’s. Two hours of crafting was followed by lunch; hot 
dogs for children and homemade soup plus mulled wine & mince pies for the 
helpers.

Just before lunch the smoke alarms sounded, something had burnt in the 
kitchen, so we called the number on the alarm which is linked to the local fire 
station. However, the Droxford fire fighters were already on their way! They 
checked that everything was ok and then, to the children’s delight, allowed 
them to visit the fire engine with its lights flashing. An exciting addition to the 
morning!

Thanks to all involved in this most successful day – with an unplanned surprise for the young -  and to 
Rev Liz who led a warm and inclusive concluding service for the children.

John Parker RIP

On 29th November Hampshire lost one of its most well-known characters.  John was the youngest son of 
“The Guvnor” (Tom Parker) and throughout his long life he dedicated himself to farming and its 
advancement.  A staunch supporter of St Peter’s among his many altruistic roles he was at one stage 
Chair of the Grassland Research Institute, Chair of the Farmers Club in London and Chair then President 
of Fareham & Hampshire Farmers Club.   The church was deservedly packed by locals and the farming 
community for his Thanksgiving service on 14th December: Over his 94 years John touched many, many 
lives.

Messy Church

Hopefully local families will have received details of this new programme designed to appeal to children 
of all ages.  See page 13 for more information, but future dates for your diary are:  22nd March at Holy 
Trinity, Newtown, and 17th May back at St Peter’s.  If you have a youngster, do feel free to give it a try.

Happy New Year to all our readers.

Louise & Anthony

A crib made by our young
artists
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2 8 T H  J U N E  2 0 2 5
T E L L  Y O U R  F R I E N D S  ! !

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

If you are interested in helping or wish to discuss further, then please get in touch
 by emailing sobertonfete@gmail.com

or give Wendy Prangnell a call on 01489 877316
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l Design

l Artwork

l Stationery

l	Leaflets

l Flyers

l Brochures

l Booklets

l Newsletters

l Labels

l Postcards

l Folders

l Posters

l Banners

l Vinyl

l Exhibition
l Displays

Tel: 01489 892344 • Email: sales@solentdesignstudio.com
www.solentdesignstudio.com

CAR and MOTORCYCLE
MOTs

Service and repair to cars
light commercials and horse trailers

Air conditioning - service & repair
Competitive prices on

tyres batteries and exhausts
Collection & delivery or loan car available

subject to availability

aylors Garage
Droxford

Hampshire SO32 3QL

Tel:  01489 877433
VEHICLE TESTING

STATION

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE
Trading Standards Approved Trader

PILATES
CORE STRENGTH
FLEXIBILITY
FLAT STOMACH
JOINT MOBILITY
REDUCED STRESS
TONING
IMPROVED POSTURE

CARRIE MANDLEY RGN
PILATES INSTRUCTOR
PHONE 07854 413352PILATES

• Crown Reduction/Re-shaping • Thinning/Dead Wooding • Skilled Tree Removal • Hedges• Crown Reduction/Re-shaping • Thinning/Dead Wooding • Skilled Tree Removal • Hedges• Crown Reduction/Re-shaping • Thinning/Dead Wooding • Skilled Tree Removal • Hedges
• Plantation Maintenance • Tree Planting • Fencing • Woodland Management • Stump Grinding• Plantation Maintenance • Tree Planting • Fencing • Woodland Management • Stump Grinding• Plantation Maintenance • Tree Planting • Fencing • Woodland Management • Stump Grinding

Professional Qualifications • Insured in all apsects of forestry and tree surgeryProfessional Qualifications • Insured in all apsects of forestry and tree surgery
For a personal and caring service contact Joe GordonFor a personal and caring service contact Joe Gordon

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL-OUT • FREE QUOTATIONSFREE QUOTATIONS
Hambledon 023 9263 2418   Mobile 07712 808 081   www.treedocjoe.co.ukHambledon 023 9263 2418   Mobile 07712 808 081   www.treedocjoe.co.uk
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
HIGH QUALITY & AFFORDABLE

• Independent Family Run & Owned Business - Est 2003
• Carpets, Leather, Rug & Curtain Cleaning
• Approved by Trading Standards
• Honest & Competitive Pricing
• Rapid Drying Times
 Discounts for Whole Houses

Call us today on:

www.elliottcarpetcare.co.uk

M: 07436 266078

‘We have used Elliott 
Carpet Care for many years 

and have never ever been 
disappointed. Carpets and 

sofas come up like new. The 
attention to detail and care 

taken is extraordinary’.

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
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• Honest & Competitive Pricing
• Rapid Drying Times
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M: 07436 266078
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disappointed. Carpets and 
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
HIGH QUALITY & AFFORDABLE

• Independent Family Run & Owned Business - Est 2003
• Carpets, Leather, Rug & Curtain Cleaning
• Approved by Trading Standards
• Honest & Competitive Pricing
• Rapid Drying Times
 Discounts for Whole Houses

Call us today on:

www.elliottcarpetcare.co.uk

M: 07436 266078

‘We have used Elliott 
Carpet Care for many years 

and have never ever been 
disappointed. Carpets and 

sofas come up like new. The 
attention to detail and care 

taken is extraordinary’.

4 Merlin Mews, Bishop’s Waltham. Tel: 01489 894421 • Meonstoke Post OfficeAgent:

FOR ALL YOUR DRY CLEANING AND LAUNDRY NEEDS

Duvets Laundered

Curtain Cleaning & Alterations

Tailor Repairs & Alterations

Wedding Dresses Cleaned & Boxed

Specialist Rug Cleaning Service

www.bryantscleaners.co.uk

Laundry Service

Carpet Cleaning Machine Hire

Waxed Garments Cleaned & Re-Waxed

Pillows Cleaned & Recovered

Suede & Leather Cleaning

www.studio-6.co.uk

We have new premises!
PLEASE CONTACT US VIA PHONE OR E-MAIL

01329 832933 print@studio-6.co.uk•

Business Cards & Letterheads • Leaflets & Flyers

Wedding Stationery • Funeral Orders of Service

Personal Stationery

Banners & Signage • Booklets & Brochures

• Labels, Rubber Stamps & much more!

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
HIGH QUALITY & AFFORDABLE

• Independent Family Run & Owned Business - Est 2003
• Carpets, Leather, Rug & Curtain Cleaning
• Approved by Trading Standards
• Honest & Competitive Pricing
• Rapid Drying Times
 Discounts for Whole Houses

Call us today on:

www.elliottcarpetcare.co.uk

M: 07436 266078

‘We have used Elliott 
Carpet Care for many years 

and have never ever been 
disappointed. Carpets and 

sofas come up like new. The 
attention to detail and care 

taken is extraordinary’.

All aspects of Carpentry & Building work undertaken

• Extensions  • Alterations  • Refurbishments
• New Builds  • Landscaping

Tel: 02392 632037   Mob: 07885 283036
jay.tucker16@yahoo.co.uk
Fully qualified and insured

z

Tel: 01489 892344 • Email: sales@solentdesignstudio.com
www.solentdesignstudio.com

CAR and MOTORCYCLE
MOTs

Service and repair to cars
light commercials and horse trailers

Air conditioning - service & repair
Competitive prices on

tyres batteries and exhausts
Collection & delivery or loan car available

subject to availability

aylors Garage
Droxford

Hampshire SO32 3QL

Tel:  01489 877433
VEHICLE TESTING

STATION

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE
Trading Standards Approved Trader
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Duncan Rd, Park Gate, Southampton, SO31 1BD     01489 582095

Pressing Needs The Fabric Care Specialists
● Laundry
● Dry Cleaning
● Ironing
● Shirt Service
● Bedding Laundry
● Duvet Laundry
● Curtain Cleaning

FREE
Collection & Delivery

Tuesday & Friday

25% off Duvet Cleaning 
with Promo Code: S&N25

www.pressingneeds.co.uk
verity@pressingneeds.co.uk

Superior Air Conditioned Cars
8 Seater Minibus

Airports, Stations & Cruise Transfers
Theatre, Shopping, Business

& Local Travel

Steve & Tracey Eames
 M: 07766 027 301
W: 02392 632 375

hambledon-cars@hotmail.co.uk

West Street Hambledon Hampshire

P R I V A T E T A X I S E R V I C E

www.hambledoncars.co.uk

Mushroom Catering 

Bringing Masterchef
to the Meon Valley

Masterchef contestant Gill Holland
provides bespoke menus that give

your special occasion the wow factor!
Traditional British fare, a Thai feast or
a Mediterranean mezze, canapés at a
drinks party to full wedding packages.

Whatever your event give Gill a call
on the contact details below:

www.mushroom-club.co.uk
West Down Cottage, Chalk Hill,

Soberton, SO32 3PH  
07879 696495, 01489 876741
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Andrew Smyth

HANDYMAN & DECORATING 
SERVICES

BASED IN

Newtown

General Home Maintenance
Painting & Decorating
Carpentry & Fencing

Bespoke Wooden Goods
Plumbing & Electrical

Domestic & Commercial
AND MUCH MORE!

Feel free to contact me!
07909253681

andrew.j.smyth65@gmail.com

AndrewSmythHandymanandrew_the_handyman

Local & Award Winning
Luxury Self-Catering

WALLOPS WOOD COTTAGES
wallopswoodco�ages.co.uk

GRENVILLE AT WALLOPS WOOD
grenvilleatwallopswood.co.uk

01489 878888
unwind@wallopswoodco�ages.co.uk

Book with confidence and unwind with us

• Ideal for family gatherings, celebrate here!

• Indoor heated pool and jacuzzi with hoist, 
sauna & steam room

• Hot tubs, en-suite bedrooms, wood burners

• Dog friendly, enclosed gardens, accessible

• Country views, EV charging points, free WiFi
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01489 878 110
info@bowman-ales.com www.bowman-ales.com

TRY OUR AWARD WINNING ALES

Our beers are
available in
bottles,

bags-in-boxes or
casks, all direct
from the brewery

01489 878 110
info@bowman-ales.com www.bowman-ales.com

TRY OUR AWARD WINNING ALES

Our beers are
available in
bottles,

bags-in-boxes or
casks, all direct
from the brewery

LOCAL FARRIER
(Soberton Based)

David Povey Dip WCF
For:
Hot & Cold Shoeing
Remedial Shoeing

Established 1985

01489 878218

Internal and External Painting & Internal and External Painting & Internal and External Painting & Internal and External Painting & Internal and External Painting & 

rgoble717@btinternet.comrgoble717@btinternet.comrgoble717@btinternet.comrgoble717@btinternet.com
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01489 878 110
info@bowman-ales.com www.bowman-ales.com

TRY OUR AWARD WINNING ALES

Our beers are
available in
bottles,

bags-in-boxes or
casks, all direct
from the brewery

01489 878 110
info@bowman-ales.com www.bowman-ales.com

TRY OUR AWARD WINNING ALES

Our beers are
available in
bottles,

bags-in-boxes or
casks, all direct
from the brewery

Tel: 02380 602 627   Mob: 07766 418 039
Email: derekpilcher36@yahoo.co.uk

Part P Full Scope

Electrician
Derek Pilcher JIB Approved

Domestic • Commercial • Industrial
Agricultural • Rewires • Extra Sockets • Lights

Showers • Cookers • Fuseboards
Security Lights etc

Testing and Certification
Emergency Call-Out available

CHAMBERLAINS
Family Solicitors

We can help you with a wide range of legal
services including Residential Conveyancing,

Commercial Property, Probate, Wills and
Lasting Powers of Attorney

RED LION STREET (OFF HIGH STREET), BISHOPS WALTHAM

TEL: 01489 896141
info@chamberlainslaw.co.uk

KS Groundworks
Local General Builders & Ground 
Maintenance, Hardscaping, Drives,
Slabs, etc.
Over 30 years experience.

Tel: 07801 141517  Email: kym.slater@gmail.com
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Planning work
Bricklaying. Digger Hire.
Civil Engineering. Drainage.
UPVC Windows & Doors. Fencing.
Plastic Fascia & Soffit. Plastering.
Concrete.  Driveways.
Loft Conversion.  Plumbing.
Roofing Pitch & Flat. Garages.
Painting.   Carpentry.
Conservatories.  Electrics.

For Free Estimates please phone
Rob 01489 - 891801

Phil Stratten  07799 118 022
mail@pimpmypaddock.com
www.pimpmypaddock.com ½

Paddock
Maintenance

Topping

Fertilising

Spraying 

Springtyning 

Harrowing

Hedge Cutting

Fencing & 
Gate Repairs

Log Splitting 
& Chipping

Full Public 
Liability 
Insurance

We offer a complete & professional  
paddock maintenance service

Located near Bishops Waltham, covering 
all surrounding areas.

Paddock, fi eld & garden work is carried out 
using a quad bike, ensuring easy access to 

small & large areas with no heavy tyre marks.

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEAT ING ENGINEERS

G. RIXON LTD.  Wynot  Heath Road  Soberton  Hampshire  SO32 3PQ

We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty
light fittings and dripping taps, to larger jobs such
as complete rewires and replacement bathrooms.
We are disabled adaptation specialists and install

level access showers and accessible kitchens.
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A Beautiful 
Yoga Studio 
in Wickham

A real hidden gem in Hundred acres. 
Providing a range of yoga classes for all abilities 

in a beautiful and tranquil environment. 
Ample free parking. 

Visit birchtreeyoga.co.uk or call Karen on 01329 834511

Mandy Haggar BSc.
07307 167 244

info@tudorpestcontrol.co.uk
www.tudorpestcontrol.co.uk

SAFER	CHIMNEYS	
Member	of	National	Association	of	Chimney	SweepsMember	of	Natio

NACSNACSNACS
nal	Association	of	Chimney	SweepsMember	of	National	Association	of	Chimney	Sweeps

NACSNACS Certificates	Issued.

“Highly	Recommended”	Local	Chimney	Sweep“Highly	Recommended”	Local	Chimney	Sweep

Power	Sweeping,	Traditional	Brushes,	Power	Sweeping,	
Chimney	Camera	SurveysChimney	Camera	Surveys

Stoves,	Open	fires,	Range	CookersOpen	fires,	Range	Cookers

Less	waiting time	–	2	qualified	sweeps	Less	waiting 2	qualified	sweeps	
023	9247	6458	or 07733	343530		

or	07847	466281
david@saferchimneys.co.ukdavid@saferchimneys.co.uk

www.saferchimneys.co.ukwww.saferchimneys.co.ukwww.saferchimneys.co.uk

SAFER	CHIMNEY

LOCAL INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS AND 
TAXATION ADVISORS

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

Full range of accountancy, auditing and taxation services
Business start up advice

Book-keeping and Payroll Services 
Self-Assessment Returns

Detailed Fixed Cost Quotes   
Visits to your Premises

Avalon House, Waltham Business Park, 
Brickyard Road, Swanmore, Southampton,  

SO32 2SA
Tel:  01489 896996  Fax:  01489 895255
Email: enquiries@butlerco-bw.co.uk 

Website:  www.butlerco-bw.co.uk

Visit birchtreeyoga.co.uk or call Karen on 01329 834511
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Tel: 01489 896 903

www.easycleanservices.co.uk

Easy Clean Services

CESSPIT / SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING

TANK EMPTYING

Contact Us Now!

DRAINAGE SERVICESPUMP and PARTS

SERVICING

• Cesspits
• Sep�c Tanks
• Interceptors
• Grease Traps
• Treatment plants
• Pump Sta�ons

• Root Cu�ng
• CCTV Surveys
• Blocked Drains

(Je�ng/Rodding)

• Air Blowers - All Makes
• Submersible pumps
• Spares and accessories
•Shop online or collect

• All Treatment Plants
• Pump Sets
• Pumping Sta�ons
• Water Pumps

info@easycleanservices.co.uk

TANK EMPTYING

• Treatment plants
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Meon Valley Studio
Design, Planning, Architecture

& Land Management

landmark-design.co.uk        +44 (0) 1489 899 033

/lmdarchitectural                       @lmd_architecture

Tel :  02392 814780
enquir ies@thejoinershop.co.uk

 www.thejoinershop.co.uk

D R O X F O R D  AN T I Q U E S
T he  O ld B akery , H i gh S treet, D roxf ord S O 32 3P A

01489 878800  m ark@ dr oxf orda nt i que s.c o.uk
E stabl i she d f or ove r 40 ye ars.

S ti ll buyi ng a nd s elli ng a nt i que s of all de scri pti ons , va lua ti ons  and pr oba te servi ce.
W e repai r,  restore and pol i sh i n our  own w orkshops .

C85T$,N M$K,N* & $LTE5$T,ONS
S tocki sts of K ate F orm an, V ane ssa Arbut hnot t, Ada  &  I na

W e offer a ful l servi ce from  m easur i ng t o m aki ng be aut i ful  ha nd s ewn c ur tai ns , bl i nds  and pe lm ets especi ally for you.
3lease telepKone MarN or Mar\ for free� professional and con¿dential Kelp and advice�

32 East Street, Fareham PO16 0BY
www.farehamcreekvets.co.uk

Tel: 01329 280412

Local, independent small animal practice
Friendly, dedicated care for you and your pet

See the same vet at each visit
Close to Fareham town centre • Parking on site

24 Hours Emergency Service

WHITE ROSE PLUMBING
Russell Beaumont

Free quotation
No call out charge
No job too small

Family run local business
24 hour emergency service

Tel: 01489 893419     Mobile: 07843 586366
Email: whiteroseplumb@googlemail.com

Conservat ion Approved
Double Glazed

Box Sash Windows

(Genuine) Handmade Kitchens

Associate Member of  the Hampshire
Bui ldings Preservat ion Trust  Ltd

Associated Trades
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         Experienced member of the Guild of Master Sweeps.

Insurance approved certificates issued with every sweep.
Professional, clean brush and vac system.

02392 787967
Email: info@oliver-chimney-sweeps.co.uk

Oliver Chimney Sweep

T: 02392 632222 M: 07805 040464

josh@cramerbespoke.com 

www.cramerbespoke.com

Why not read our glowing reviews from some 
of  the Meon Valley’s most fabulous residents ?

 C A B I N E T R Y   |  K I T C H E N S   |   F U R N I T U R E

C R A M E R  B E S P O K E

M
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Y

M & S LOCKE & SON LTD
PLASTERING & CERAMIC TILING CONTRACTORS

S peci ali si ng i n :
•  All aspects of plasteri ng
•  All aspects of ti li ng
(inc. porcelain & stone interior/exterior)
•  F ul l ba thr oom  refur bi shm ent s

F am i ly r un bus i ne ss wi th ove r 30 ye ars expe ri enc e,
we offer a reli abl e, f ri endl y , a nd qua li ty s ervi ce.
For a free quotation/advice please call Dean on
Mobile: 07712 894119/Home: 01489 877199

Free Estimates - Quality Work - Competitive Prices

Brick Laying Block Paving Patios
Concreting Drainage Extensions

Garages Decking Fencing Turfing

� �

� �

� � �

All other aspects of Hard and Soft Landscaping
and Maintenance

KEVIN HALL07808 496004
Tel: 01329 832169   Email: lbhkevi .conhall gmail m@

LBH LANDSCAPE &
GROUND WORKS Ltd

8.5cm wide
                                         6cm Depth

OUR SERVICES

• Conservatory Roofs

• Fascias, Soffits & Gutters

• Gutter Clearances

• Roof Cleaning / Moss Removal

• Patio Cleaning

0781
5 698

140

WINDOWCLEANING

@dmwindowcleaninghampshire www.d
mwind

owclea
ning.c

om

see me at www.trustatrader.com

Contact Charlotte Graetz: 07776221077   or charlotte@mrsgspilates.co.uk

Tuesday Rooksbury Hall 9.15-10.15am, Wednesday The Meon Hall 9.15-10.15am, Rooksbury Hall 
6.30-7.30pm, Thursday Denmead 9.15-10.15am, Rooksbury Hall 6.30pm-7.30pm. Friday Droxford 

Hall 9.15-10.15 am & 10.30-1130am

Mrs G’s Pilates
•Freedom of movement
•Self awareness
•Sense of well being

• Enhanced core strength         
• Improved flexibility                 
•Greater postural control 
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North ProBuild ltd.
General building, Extensions, 
Refurbishments, Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, Landscaping, 
Driveways, Patios and Decking.

Portfolio & References available, 
helpful friendly reliable advice.

Local Family run business in Soberton.

Please contact Darren
t  darrennorth75@gmail.com
t  07946 106431
t  01329 833997
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yachts and powerboats.
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TRAINED

All seasons general garden maintenanceAll seasons general garden maintenanceAll seasons general garden maintenance

tudorgardener@gmail.com
@Tudorgardener

Specialising in:Specialising in:   Hedge cutting & shrub shaping Hedge cutting & shrub shaping
                                  Garden design
                                  Fruit tree and rose pruning Fruit tree and rose pruning

Mob: 07763 494006 07763 494006 Tel: 01489 878 59801489 878 598

SYCAMORE TREE SURGEONS
All aspects of tree work

Pruning   Surgery   Felling   Hedgecutting
Tree Stump Removal and Site Clearance

Approved contractors for local authorities

FULLY INSURED
023 9223 0146

Mob: 07889 704449 David Farrington
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MJMMJM
Plumbing & Heating

36 years experience in the plumbing & heating industry

Robert Crook Garden Maintenance
All general gardening work undertaken 

Tel: 02392 258686 
Mobile: 07929 092299

07791842953
WHATSAPP/MESSAGE

SOBERTON 
AND MEON VALLEY

PROPERTY
EXPERTS

Experienced local team with
detailed knowledge of the area. 

01489 893555
www.wellerpatrick.com

info@wellerpatrick.co.uk

AAllll TTyyppeess ooff CCaarrppeennttrryy,, JJooiinneerryy && BBuuiillddiinngg WWoorrkk UUnnddeerrttaakkeenn 

KKiittcchheennss,, BBaatthhrroooommss,, WWiinnddoowwss && DDoooorrss ((wwoooodd && UU..PP..VV..CC..)) 
RReennoovvaattiioonnss && RReeppaaiirrss,, WWaarrddrroobbeess && CCuuppbbooaarrddss,, 

BBeessppookkee JJooiinneerryy,, FFuurrnniittuurree RReessttoorraattiioonn,, PPaaiinnttiinngg && DDeeccoorraattiinngg.. 

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaallllyy QQuuaalliiffiieedd && IInnssuurreedd 
3300++ YYeeaarrss ooff LLooccaall EExxppeerriieennccee 

MM::  0077887755 555577996611   TT::  0011448899 889955889900 
EE:: lleeeeaaccooooppeerr@@ttaallkkttaallkk..nneett 

WW::  wwwwww..lleeeeccooooppeerrccaarrppeennttrryy..ccoo..uukk 
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THE WHITE
LION

BED & BREAKFAST

TELEPHONE: 01489 877346

INFO@THEWHITELIONSOBERTON.CO.UK
WWW.THEWHITELIONSOBERTON.COM

BEER GARDEN,
FUNCTIONS, HOME

COOKING AND
LOCAL BEERS
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Sweeps of all types of appliances carried out
Stove maintenance and repairs carried out
Bird guards / Caps supplied and fitted
CCTV inspections carried out
Fully insured
Certificates issued

Neil Jarrett   0751 0304 888
neil@sunrisechimneysweeps.co.uk
www.sunrisechimneysweeps.co.uk CHIMNEY SWEEPS 
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MARK & JUNE MASON
Husband and wife high quality painters and 

decorators. Period to modern properties,
one room to a whole building. We work around We work around W

your requirements.
www.masonspaint.co.uk

Phone 01329 235847
Mobile 07973 162397

52 The Causeway, Fareham PO16 8RW

www.masonspaint.co.uk

Ray Chandler
STATION GARAGE FAREHAM LTD

SERVICING, MECHANICAL & BODY REPAIRS,
WELDING, M.O.T. TESTING,

BREAKDOWN SERVICE

Tel: 01329 238451
www.stationgaragefareham.co.uk

Unit 1, The Avenue, Fareham, Hants PO14 1NP
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OOrrddiinnaarryy mmiirraacclleess 
Snowdrops, soil and music
Can spring be far behind?

Probably by the time this piece has made its way into the Parish Magazine 
the very first sights of spring will be in evidence. We had an unexpected 
rush of Primulas in December who met a frozen assassination in the 
recent very cold snap. And yet. Already the soil, if we could hear its 
heartbeat, is beginning to move from hard as iron slumber state to a lively 
universe for future glories. The evidence of this, of course, is the earliest 
spring flowers and that always, for me at least, means snowdrops. They 
are such a curious reminder of unlikely vitality. As a child I learned a poem 
called Snowdrops by Mary Vivian and I think of it every spring. 

I like to think
That, long ago,
There fell to earth
Some flakes of snow
Which loved this cold,
Grey world of ours
So much, they stayed
As snowdrop flowers.

There is no doubt that snowdrops are one of the wonders of winter. When I was researching my last book, 
Eden’s Keepers, I came upon an extraordinarily apposite and, typically of the speaker, perceptive bit of 
advice. Bear in mind a ninety year old woman, Nancy Tennant, spoke these words in 1987, way before the 
internet was a part of our everyday lives, let alone digital phones and AI, she delivered this advice to her 
numerous great nieces and nephews. 

“You are growing up in a push-button world, a lot of your thinking will be done for you. Don’t let this 
dull your sense of wonder. Think about the swallow who goes off to Africa for the winter and then 
comes back to its old nest…think about the snowdrop, when the first frost comes, you can try as hard 
as you like to get your fork into the ground, you won’t succeed but up it comes all wibbly-wobbly with 
apparently no trouble at all. These are the things that matter.”

Soil health, sustainable farming, regeneration and general interest in earth is a big subject now and this year 
and if you are pondering on having an outing that is a bit out of the ordinary, the exhibition, SOIL A World At 
Our Feet at Somerset House, London might appeal. 

Artworks, artefacts as well as extraordinary facts about the most basic of earthly delights will elevate what 
most people disregard as ordinary into the not only extraordinary but almost magical. Of course, there is a 
serious side to the exhibition, it is about the health of the ground that sustains us all. The website blurb reads 
as follows…

“Soil is more than dirt. Soil is a secret world at our feet, an ecosystem as diverse in life as our night 
sky is full of stars. The billions of bacteria contained in its rhizospheres do for plants what the 
microbes in our stomachs do for us: sustain life. Our relationship with soil is our connection to Earth 
itself. Without soil, there is no us.” 

Of course, in the last few years, there has been a slew of books offering writing not only on facts associated 
with soil, but people’s feelings associated with it. Underland by Robert McFarlane was the first that captured 
my interest – now there seem to be scores of them but the message is essentially the same. Good, clean 
muck needs care to remain good and there is a lot more going on in it that we may have thought. 
Closer to home, the brilliant Hampshire Gardens Trust, of which I am a happy member, are not only holding 
even more wonderful open gardens this year – (look at their website for details) but also, for anyone wanting 
to hear expert advice and opinion, they have study days. Their next is on the 19th of March at St Peter’s 
Church, Ropley. This year the theme is the rather chilling ‘Our native tree, survive, migrate or die.” This will be 
a must for anyone interested in which trees to plant, what to look upon with confidence and others that might 
be more susceptible to disease. 
But back to snowdrops and to conclude. Today, when I drove through a frosted Soberton with two panting 
soon to be walked dogs, Like Snowdrops You Will Shine played on the radio. I’d never heard it before. It was 
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Droxford & District Branch     

founded on 26th March 1920 as Comrades of the Great War

On Monday 17th March, branch member Rear Admiral David Snelson CB will 
present “The History of the Five Ark Royals”. The talk will commence at 1900 in 
Droxford Village Hall with supper available on completion for those who book in 
advance.  There will be a cash bar available from 1830. Non-members are very 
welcome to attend both talk and supper.  Please contact 
robmunroscott@aol.com at least a week beforehand if you would like supper. 

Ark Royal is one of the most famous ship names in history. The first was a 55-gun 500-ton galleon which served as Lord Howard of 
Effingham’s flagship during the defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588. The 2nd (and 1st HMS) Ark Royal was a merchant vessel 
converted into a seaplane carrier in 1914; she was renamed HMS Pegasus in 1934 to make way for the 3rd HMS Ark Royal (22,000 
tons) and scrapped in 1950. Completed in 1937, Ark Royal 3 accumulated an impressive war record while achieving fame via Nazi 
propaganda which falsely claimed she’d been sunk on several occasions.  She succumbed to a German U-boat torpedo on 14 
Nov1941. The 4th HMS Ark Royal (44,000 tons) was the largest and last of the Royal Navy’s conventional fixed wing carriers, laid 
down during the war and serving from 1955 to 1980.  The 5th HMS Ark Royal (22,000 tons) was an Invincible Class aircraft carrier, 
designed to operate helicopters and Harrier ‘jump’ jets. Commanded by David Snelson in 2001, she served from 1985 to 2011.

David Snelson joined the Royal Navy in 1969. He was Commanding Officer of the air defence destroyer HMS Liverpool in 1987 and 
again in 1997 as Captain (D) 3rd Destroyer Squadron. He then became Director of Naval Operations and Trade in the Ministry of 
Defence in 1998 and Director of Naval Staff Duties in 1999 before commanding the aircraft carrier HMS Ark Royal in 2001. He was 
appointed Commander United Kingdom Maritime Forces in 2002. In March 2003, he was the Royal Navy Commander for Operation 
Telic, during which he led maritime operations for the invasion of Iraq from his headquarters ashore in Bahrain. He went on to be 
Chief of Staff (Warfare) for the Fleet in 2004 before retiring in 2006. After leaving the Navy, Admiral Snelson served as Chief 
Harbour Master for the Port of London Authority between 2006 and 2011. He then served as a Non-Executive Director for the 
Maritime and Coastguard Agency and the Port of Milford Haven between 2011 and 2018. He was elected as an Elder Brother of the 

Corporation of Trinity House in 2013. 

The RBL Droxford & District Branch is always looking for new members, both Service and  civilian, to help keep remembrance alive and 
support our Servicemen and women, veterans and their families. For more information or to join us, please contact the Secretary – Cdr Rob 

Scott RN at robmunroscott@aol.com or 01489 877800. www.soberton.org/rblweb.

Hello, Christmas has gone and as I write we have avoided snow so far!

Our February presentation: on 4 /2 Lyndon Palmer talking on Anglo-Saxon Detectives. Oh, 
that’s me! Well, were there any Saxon detectives? They had Reeves, and Hundreds Courts, 
but no prisons. Perhaps I mean today’s detectives? If you would like to find out, simply 
come along. And on 18/2 Joe Marsden will talk on Coast watch. Maybe you have seen or 
visited these coastal buildings where volunteers watch our shores?

On 4/3 we hope to have Donna Jones talking on her job as Hampshire Police Commissioner. She offers a very interesting 
and informative explanation of her job and aspirations for her police force.

On 18/3 Tony Kippenberger will talk on Henri de Blois. This is a new talk and should be fascinating to hear how this Bishop 
developed Winchester Cathedral in the 12th century. 

We meet every first and third Tuesday at 2pm at the Wickham Community Centre during the lecture season.

Everybody is welcome. Guests will get an especially warm welcome. (Guests pay £2 to defray speaker costs.) Tea and 
biscuits are provided after the talk, and we always have pre-loved books for charitable sale.

Lyndon (programme organiser)
Contact-07881991763
Or lyndonplmr@gmail.com
Web site-: u3asites.org.uk/meon-valley

HMS ARK ROYAL 4 (1955-1980)
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DEVOLUTION 

The Government published its English Devolution White Paper on 16th December 2024 setting out a programme of 
devolution and Local Government reorganisation across England.  

The vision outlined by Government is that all parts of England are to be part of regional Strategic Authorities that have 
a regional Mayor. These Strategic Authorities, working in a similar way to existing Mayoral Combined Authorities 
will have responsibility for driving growth and shaping public services across wider regional geographies covering 
strategic leadership of key place shaping responsibilities such as economic regeneration and growth, strategic 
planning, skills and employment and strategic transport. 

Hampshire County Council could be one of the local authorities to be included in the Government’s Devolution 
Priority Programme (DPP). 

At the end of August 2024, an agreement was made with the Isle of Wight Council, Portsmouth City Council and 
Southampton City Council, to submit to Government a joint Expression of Interest (EOI) in forming a single combined 
authority for the collective area of the four upper tier authorities. 

Inclusion on the fast-track Priority Programme would be the first step towards 
creating a Strategic Authority across the wider region incorporating the local 
authority areas of Hampshire County Council, Isle of Wight Council, 
Portsmouth City Council and Southampton City Council. 

At a meeting of the Full County Council on Thursday 9th January, followed by a 
Cabinet meeting on Friday 10th January, approval was given to request that the 
County Council be included in Government fast-track plans to bring devolution 

to the area.   

In addition to the creation of a new Strategic Authority, the Government is also expecting all areas across the country 
to produce local government re-organisation plans by Autumn 2025. This will create new large unitary authorities 
which, for Hampshire, will mean bringing together the County Council, 11 borough and district councils and small 
neighbouring unitary authorities into a number of new large unitary authorities.    

Given that HCC has more than 1.4 million residents and the White Paper requires all unitaries to have not less than 
500,000 in each unitary, it might mean some districts/boroughs transition from Hampshire into perhaps Portsmouth or 
Southampton [each currently have approximately 300,000 residents], although reassurance has been given by 
Government that every effort will be made not to split a district or borough.  

I will keep you informed as things progress but be aware that devolution with elected Mayors is not an option, it is a 
route required by central Government for all local authorities  For more information and detail read -  
https://democracy.hants.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx? or the Government White Paper - 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-devolution-white-paper-power-and-partnership-foundations-for-
growth/english-devolution-white-paper 

Please note, I continue to hold a Councillor Surgery on the first Saturday of every month [except August] in The Heath 
Room, All Saints Church, Denmead, 10.00 am – 12 noon.  No appointment necessary. 

Patricia Stallard 
Hampshire County Councillor 
Winchester Southern Parishes {Newlands, Denmead, Southwick, Boarhunt, Wickham, Knowle, Soberton, Newtown 
 
patricia.stallard@hants.gov.uk 
 

        HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL  
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