


St. Peter's, Soberton and Holy Trinity, Newtown.

CHURCH SERVICES - please refer to page 4
For any enquiries, please contact either

Vicar of Soberton, Newtown and Hambledon
The Reverend David Morgan. The Vicarage, Church Lane, Hambledon. 023 9263 2921.
Email: snhvicar@gmail.com

Licensed Lay Minister (Reader)
Norman Chapman, Meadow Cottage, West Street, Soberton 01489 877378
e-mail: norman@soberton.org.uk

Our Lady Queen of the Apostles, Roman Catholic Church
St. Martin’s Street, Bishop's Waltham, SO32 1DN
Canon Alan Griffiths (frgriffiths@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk) 02380 273882

6.00 pm. Saturday (First Mass of Sunday)

9.30 am. Sunday

There are Sunday evening services in Winchester and in Fareham.
For further information contact Anthony McEwen 01489 877448

The Methodist Circuit. Services in the area are as follows:-
Shirrell Heath 10.30 am & 6.00 pm

Walitham Chase 10.30 am

Bishops Waitham 10.30 am

Swanmore 10.30 am & 6.00 pm

Hambledon 11.00 am & 6.00 pm
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Chairman: Perry Abbott 02392 632338

Editor: Gill Gray 07711 058760 gill.highcroft@btinternet.com
Advertising: Anthony McEwen 01489 877448 anthony.mcewen@btinternet.com
Small Ads: Jenny Clarke 01489 877836 caprileo88@aol.com

Circulation: Pete Woodacre 01489 877768

Treasurer: John Rowlinson 01489 877830

Secretary: Annie Jacob 01329 832480

Typesetting of advertisements and printing: Solent Design Studio

Front cover design: Jonty Sherwill - www.sherwilldesign.com - 01329 835555
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Jokes

| Who hides in the bakery at
j| Christmas?
| A mince spy!

Who delivers Christmas
i presents to pets?
§ Santa Paws!

What do you get if you eat
il Christmas decorations?
g Tinselitis!
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Virtual nativity!

Would you like to be involved in
our virtual nativity story, which
will be shared online on
Christmas Eve? Please get in
touch with us at
rocsofstpeters@gmail.com.

Rocs Repo

On Sunday 4" October, Rocs
learned about the story of the

! wicked tenant with some activity

l on Sunday 1%t October, Rocs got

when it is safe for us to have you.

packs.

creative and made lanterns of
remembrance to display in our
homes for All Souls and
Remembrance Day.

Rocs meets during the family

service at St Peter's Soberton on

the first Sunday of every month.
New faces are very welcome!
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Soberton and Newtown Young Voices

Recipe: Chocolate truffles

An easy recipe that can be customised for
a homemade Christmas gift.

1. Gently heat 150mi double cream with
259 butter in a saucepan. In a separate
bowl break up 250g good quality milk or
dark chocolate.

2. Pour the warm cream mixture over the
chocolate and stir gently untii combined.
Refrigerate for 1-2 hours until set.

3. Using a teaspoon of mixture at a time,
roll into small balls. You should get
approximately 24.

4. Decorate! You could roll the balls in
cocoa powder, icing sugar, desiccated
coconut, grated white chocolate, sprinkles
etc. Let your imagination run wild!

Keep in the fridge for up to
2 weeks. Best eaten at
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Did you know...

That spellings have changed
throughout history? Soberton has
been called Sudbertune. Subertune,
Sobertona, Subberton, Supporton,
Soperton and Sauberton!
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Got a joke or comment to share? Email
them to: luciehjones@pbtinternet.com.
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Local History ... The Lords of the Manor of Soberton

It sounds quite fanciful and at the same time archaic.
The last time the parish council checked the
Lordship of the Manor of Soberton was still in the
hands of the Minchin Family, they were not aware of
it nor particularly interested. Possibly by now they
might have sold the title. There are currently several
on the market, particularly in Devon, for under
£3,000.

Humphrey Minchin who came from an Angle-iIrish
family, bought the several Manors of Soberton
containing approximately 2,000 acres about 1770.
There were a number of reasons why Soberton may
have been chosen by Humphrey. Foremost it is
thought he knew the family of the previous owner,
there were already a number of Anglo-irish families
in the Meon Valley and his son was in the Navy.
Soberton also offered good sporting opportunities
and his son, Paul, was a good all round sportsman.

Initially the Minchins occupied the old Soberton
Manor House but by 1780 they had built a new
house in Droxford parish but on property that
belonged with the manor of Soberton and not far
from the Holy Well. Paul’'s brother, Henry, was the
last of the family to live at “Holywell” and it is his
funeral hatchment on the wall of the Curll Chapel in
St. Peter's Church.

Soberton was left without a resident Lord of the
Manor, a steward was employed to see to the
business of the manor and preside over the manorial
courts. Gradually the estate began to be sold off.
The final sale, of what was then advertised as the
‘Holywell Estate’, took place in 1917.

The first Lord of the Manor known by name is
Richard Newport in the 15t century. Earlier history
is very sketchy apart from the Domesday Book
indicating that William | kept the main manor for
himself and by the 13" century it was in the hands
of the Abbey of Beaulieu.

Richard Newport was rewarded with a lease of two
hundred years on the manors of Soberton and
Flexland in 1411 by Beaulieu Abbey. The abbey was
going through a troubled period and Richard gave
them some kind of ‘assistance’. Richard’s character
might have been questionable but he made
Soberton his country base and increased his estate
by adding another manor within the parish, the
Manor of Englefield. The dynasty ended in 1521
when John Newport died without children. The
Newports were almost certainly responsible for
additions to the church building including the present
Tower which bears their coat of arms. Two belis are

inscribed with their names and there is the tomb in
the Curll Chapel.

Thomas Wriothesley, later 15t Earl of Southampton,
bought the Manors in the 1540’s from the Trustees
of the Newports. This was soon after he had been
rewarded with the property of Titchfield Abbey’s for
his assistance to Thomas Cromwell during the
Dissolution of the Monasteries and other matters,
some quite unsavoury. There is evidence that his
widow and his daughter made their homes in
Soberton but little connection by the direct male line.
The 2™ Earl had to keep a low profile because of his
catholic belief. The 3 Earl was Shakespeare’s
patron and more interested in theatre and the arts
than estate management and the 4™ Earl was, in
Samuel Pepys opinion, not known for his financial
astuteness. Perhaps it also applied to his domestic
affairs and that is why the Soberton properties were
sold.

Walter Curll, Bishop of Winchester, purchased the
estate from the 4" Earl of Southampton and it is
thought his sister lived in the Manor House. The
Bishop was an ardent supporter of the King and
Archbishop Laud making him an enemy of the
Parliamentary side. It is understood that he was
besieged in his palace at (Bishops) Waltham for
some time by Parliamentary troops with their horses.
Local farmers were welcomed to remove the piles of
horse manure and the soldiers did not suspected
when a ‘manure’ cart sent from Soberton left laden
it also contained a bishop. Bishop Curll died before
Charles 1l was restored to the throne. It is believed
he was buried at Soberton but the whereabouts of
his grave were not disclosed for good reason.

Once again the Soberton Manors passed through
four generations. Anna Maria, the Bishop’s great
granddaughter, married Thomas Lewis of the Van in
Glamorgan. Anna Maria died young and childless.
Memorials to her and her father, Sir Walter Curll, can
be seen in the Curll Chapel in Soberton Church.

The Manors passed to Anna Maria’s husband.
Thomas Lewis was perhaps one of the best of
Soberton’s Lords of the Manor. Aside from his
political duties Lewis was greatly interested in
agriculture and the progress being made in farming
methods. As well as improving the estate he had
greatly enlarged it. The Sale Notice suggests that
the farmers have very god reason “to be tenants to
the late Mr. Lewis.” St. Peters has the rather
magnificent memorial to Thomas Lewis in the North
Aisle.































































KIT AUCTION IN HMS COMUS - KOREA 24th AUGUST 1950

Dedicated to Leading Stoker Mechanic Jimmy Addison (deceased) and his watch-mates, L.eading Stoker Mechanic
John Banister DSM and Stoker Mechanic Billy Moss. All three were in No. 1 Boiler Room when a bomb dropped by
enemy aircraft exploded alongside and blew a huge hole in the ship's side, resulting in the death of Jimmy Addison
and the near death of the other two. John Banister's quick thinking while in peril of his life led him to shut down the
boiler and disconnect it from the No.2 boiler. This single action was a major factor in saving the ship. As a result,
everyone on board except Jimmy lived to tell the tale. Jimmy was buried at sea on the day after the action, and his
kit was auctioned in the traditional way. My wife, our four children and their spouses, and our nine grandchildren all
owe our wonderfully rich and fulfilled lives to John Banister, God bless him. He was gazetted for the DSM
(Distinguished Service Medal) and was invested by King George VI.

Was it only yesterday that the ship was bombed so badly?

Was it only yesterday that Jim was killed so sadly?

And now today, we've saved the ship, and we're limping to dry dock.
Today we're doing mundane things to relieve the numbing shock.

The pipe is made 'D'ye hear there? There'll be an auction soon,
In the after Stokers' Messdeck, ten minutes after noon.’

The Coxswain's cleared Jim's locker and saved his precious bits
To send home to his missus to try to save her wits. '

Now all that's left is Pusser’s kit, his jumper and his shoes,

His toothpaste and his razor blades, his tropicals and blues.

'How much this tube of toothpaste?' The bids come thick and fast,
Until they get ridiculous and peter out at last.

"Twenly quid for toothpaste, not even to my taste.

You'd better put it in again; it mustn't go to waste.”

Three times we bid, three times it sold, it found a home with Bill,
And on we moved to socks and vests and bought them with a will,
Until we'd nine months' wages to send home to his wife,

Until each turned and sighed and left to get on with his life.

| could not remember whether Jimmy Addison was married, so | allowed myself some poetic licence about

that. Subsequently, at a Trafalgar Night Dinner in Kendal, with the Royal Naval Association, | was given an account
written by John Bannister DSM, member of the Nottingham Branch, RNA. | had the honour of meeting him again at
his home, to pay my respects. Three of my grandchildren wrote him a letter thanking him for his professionalism and
bravery and ‘for saving grandpa’s life.’

Charles Wylie (Newtown veteran and RBL member, Commander Charles Wylie OBE Royal Navy)

YA MEON VALLEY

* Currently our indoor meetings are suspended until at least January 2021 due to Covid-19. We are
mumcsmemenosE  now holding our meetings via Zoom. Members will be sent a link to join the session a few days
before, and we look forward to more of you taking part. On the 1st December we hope to have a presentation on an
Egyptian theme from our Chairman Mike Hollis. On 15th December instead of our usual pre-Christmas buffet and
talk we can ‘meet’ via Zoom and exchange greetings. If you have an interesting object to show us, either for us to
guess what it is or to tell us why it is important to you that would be appreciated. Zoom meetings for January will be
on the 5th The Cold War by Dennis Boylan, on the 19th Harvey Giriffiths on Charles Il and Nell Gwynn. Hopefully this
time this will Please bear in mind that the subject of these meetings can change without notice. Wishing you all a
Happy Christmas and hoping 2021 be brighter for us all and we can meet at the Wickham Centre again.

Due to the current lockdown restrictions some groups are not active though Egyptology continues using Zoom and
others via email.

Membership renewals have been postponed until January. Meon Valley U3A is one of the smallest U3As with a
membership of over 100 people and has nine interest groups. if you are interested in joining please use one of th
contact details below. .
General enquiries to: Betty Hiscock, Secretary 01489 894807 or 07766522464.

email: mvu3asec@yahoo.com

Website: u3asites.org.uk/meon-valiey
























USEFUL INFORMATION

Any additions or changes, please contact the editor

USEFUL NUMBERS LOCAL CLUBS AND INTEREST GROUPS

Beat Surgeries Alternate Fridays Brownies & .
(thc) Rookesbury Hall 10:00 to 12:00 Guides Caroline Rogers 01489 877430
Droxford 01489 877588 .
Doctors Wickham 01329 833121 Film Club Lyndon Palmer 01489 896862
Surgeries Denmead 02392 239630 . Duncan Colin-
Bishops Waltham | 01489 892288 Local History Jones 01489 877237
Wickham 1st Wed 2.00-3.00 || |Soberton Football | Keith Moran 01320 834897
- Comm.Centre
Baby Clinics Waltham Chase
Village Hall 4% Wed 10 — 11:30 Soberton Players | Susan Hyland 01489 878724
Social Services . Pete Woodacre 01489 877768
Direct 0845 600 4555 Table Tennis Adrian Hunt 01489 878141
:::gﬁnia’e's 08457 221122 Ladies Group Liz Whales 01489 877712
. Good Neighbours | Sue Mussellwhite 01489 877282
NHS Direct 1 Group Philomena Bergin | 02392 632551
Soberton Lunch Sandra Henderson | 01489 877978
Age Concern Head Office 0800 328 7154 C_'"b i Norman Chapman | 01489 877378
First Friday of each 12.30 - Church Room
month
CAB 01489 896376 mzz: ‘éﬂ';y lan Adams 0845 833 7812
. Central Meon Frank Pearson 01489 892822
ﬁgﬁ‘;’:‘;"ki"""'age Katie Flannagan | 07850 569548 Valley Vicki Weston 01329 835161
9 Councillors Linda Gemmell 01489 895023
sobertonvillagehall@googlemail.com County -
www.sobertonvillagehall.co.uk Councillor Patricia Stallard 02392 251484
Rookesbury Hall SOBERTON PARISH COUNCIL
Booking Jenny Doney 01329 834392 www.soberton.org
i John Hyland Northern Ward
Bookings@rookesburyhall.co.uk Chairman chair@soberton.org
Guide Hut Jane Masterman Southern Ward
Booking Mrs. C. Rogers 01489 877430 Vice-Chairman vicechair@soberton.org
. Southern Ward
David Salmon 01489 878659
Newtown Church | Fra Wells 01329 834130 Bob Stranks Southern Ward
Wardens Barry Rowswell 01329 834671 robert.stranks@btopenworid.com
Soberton Church | Louise McEwen 01489 877448 Southern Ward
Wardens Norman Chapman | 01489 877378 Arabella Turner arabellavrturner@gmail.com
(Acting) 01329 834671 - Northern Ward
PCC Secretary(N) Barry Rowswell Neil Findlay littlemeadsneil@googlemail.com
Northern Ward
PCC Secretary(S) | Norman Chapman | 01489 877378 Wendy Prangnell wprangnell@aol.com
Capt. Of Bells(S) Noel Evans 01489 877271
Clerk and Proper
ﬁ'e‘:;'r"('g;d John Lester 01489 878557 Officer g'fgg@gg?ggg”'mg
Jenny Clarke

Please e-mail copy for the magazine to gill.highcroft@btinternet.com

NEXT COPY DATE - 18'" JANUARY 2021

39






